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WM. PENN AND LORD BALTIMORE, ‘Lord President ° Earl of Hay 
From a MS. in possession of J. P. Norris, Esq. | Lord Steward Earl Fitzwalter 


| Lord Chamberlain 


= ait a | Duke of Bolton 
At the Court of Whitehall; this 15th day of Novem- | Hinte of Devonshire 


ber, 1685. Duke of New Castle 


Viscount Lonsdale 
Viscount Forringtott 
Lord Harrington 
Mr. Chan. of Exch. 


ye ia ‘ oan Earl of Scarborough Sir Charles Wills 
Phe King : Most Excellent May'ty; Earl of Grantham Henry Pelham, Esq. 
His k’ll. Whss. Pr. George Earle of Craven Earl of Cholmondceley Sir Charles Wager. 


Lord Arch Bishop of Cant. Farle of Berkeley 
Lord Chancellor 
Lord Treasurrer 
Lord Privy Seal 
Duke of Ormond 
Duke of Beaufort 
Duke of Queensbury 
Lord Chamberlaine 


_ Berk Upon reading at the Board a report from the right ho- 
Earle of Nottingham nourable the Lords of the Committee of Council for 
Earle of Plymouth Plantation Affairs, dated the fourth of this instant, in 
Earle of Murray the words following, vizt. 
Farle of Middleton Your Majesty having been pleased, by your orders in 
Lord visc. alconbridge | Council of the seventeenth of March, 1736-7, and the 
Lord Visc t. Preston twenty first of July; 1737, to refer unto this committee; 
Lord Visc’t. Melfort several petitions from the President, Council, and Gene- 
Earle of Huntington Lord Bishp.of London | raj Assembly of the Province of Pennsylvania; and 
Earle of Bridgewater Lord Dartmouth likewise from the Governor and Council, and the com- 
Earle of Petersborrough Lord Godolphin — missary and clergy of the province of Maryland, which 
Earle of Sunderland Mr. Chall. of ye Exchr. | petitions represent (amongst other things) that great 
The following report from the Rt. Honble the Lords | disorders and outrages have been committed upon the 
of the committee for trade and foreign plantations being | borders of the said respective provinces, and humbly 
this day read at the board. The Lords of the committee | praying your Majesty’s most gracious interposition and 
for trade and plantations having pursuant to his late | commands for the preservation of the peace on the said 
Maj’tys order in councill of the 31st of May 1683 exam- | borders, until the boundaries of the said provinces shall 
ined the matters in difference between the Lord Balti- | be finally settled and adjusted. * The Lords of the com- 
more and William Penn Esq. in behalf of his present | mittee of Council did on the twenty ninth of the said 
majesty concerning a tract of land in America, common- | month of July, take the matter of the said complaints 
ly called Delaware. Their Lordships find that the | into their consideration: and thereupon reported to your 
land intended to be granted by the Lord Baltimore’s | Majesty what they thought most advisable for your Ma- 
patent was only land uncultivated and inhabited by Sa- | jesty to do, in order to prevent the further continuance 
vages and this tract of land now in dispute was inhabited | of the said disorders,and to preserve peace and tranquil- 


and planted by Christians at and before the date of the | ity on the said borders, until the boundaries should be. 


Lord Baltimore’s patent, as it hath been ever since to | finally settled. And your Majesty having approved of 
this time and continues as a distinct colony from that of | what was proposed by the said report, was pleased, by 
Maryland soe that their Lordships humbly offer their | your order in council, of the eighteenth of August 1737; 
oppinion That for avoiding ffurther differinces, the tract | to direct as follows, viz: 

of land lying between the river and bay of Delaware | That the governors of the respective provinces of Ma 
and the Easterne sea on the one side and Chesapeake | ryland and Pennsylvania, for the time being, do not, 
Bay on the other, be divided into equal parts by a line | upon pain of incurring his Majesty’s highest displeasure; 
ffrom the Latitude of Cape Henlopen to the 40th deg. | permit or suffer any tumults, riots or other outrageous 
of northerne Latitude and that one half thereof lying disorders to be committed on the borders of their res- 
towards the Bay of Delaware and the Eastern sea be | pective provinces; but that’ they do immediately put a 
adjudged to belong to his majesty and that the other | stop thereto, and use their utmost endeavours to pre 

half remaine to the Lord Baltimore as comprized in his | serve peace and good order amongst all his Majesty’s 








charter. | subjects under their government, inhabiting tht said 
Council Chamber 8 Nov. 1685. |borders. And asa means to preserve peace and tran- 


His Majesty well approving of the said report it was | quility on the said borders, his Majesty doth hereby en- 
thereupon ordered by his Maj’ties Ex. Council that the j join the said governors, that they do not make grants of 
said lands be fforthwith divided accordingly, whereof | any parts of the lands in contest between the proprie- 
the said Lord Baltimore and William Penn Esq. together | taries respectively, nor of any part of the three lower 
with their respective officers and all others whom it may | counties, commonly called New Castle, Kent and Sus- 
concerne are to take notice and give due and ready obe- | sex; nor permit any person to settle there, or even to 
clience there. attempt to make a settlement thereon, till his Majesty’s 

Signed WM. BRIDGEMAN. _| pleasure shall be further signified. And his Majesty is 

This is a true copy of the original further pleased to direct that this order, together with 
done by the Gover’r. duplicates thereof, be delivered to the proprietaries of 
WM. MARKHAM, Sec’y. the szid provinces, who are hereby required to trans- 

At the Court at Kensington, the twenty fifth day of | mit the same forthwith to the governors of the said res- 
May, 1738. pective provinces accordingly. 

: PRISENT: That since the issuing the said order, your Majesty 

The King’s Most Excellent Majesty hath been pleased to refer unto this committee an ad- 

Archbishop of Canterbury Earl of Selkirk dress of the deputy governor, and of the upper and 
Vou. H. 30 
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lower houses of assembly, of the province of Mary- 
land, relating to a continuance of the said disorders; 
and also two petitions, the one in the name of John, 
Thomas; and Richard Penn, Esquires, proprietaries of 
the province of Pennsylvania, praying your Majesty’s 
further pleasure may be signified relating to your Majes- 
ty’s afore-recited order in council of the eighteenth of 
August, 1737, and the other in the name of the agent 
of the said province of Pennsylvania, complaining of 
fresh disorders committed by the inhabitants of Mary- 
land against those of Pennsylvania: Whereupon the 
Lords of the Committee did, on the twenty third day of 
February last, proceed to take all the papers relating to 
the complaints made by each of the said provinces, into 


consideration, and were attended by counsel on both | 


sides, and likewise by the proprietaries of the said pro- 
vinces; and the counsel desiring that some reasonable 
time might be allowed the proprietaries to confer toge- 
ther in order to come to some agreement amongst them- 
selves, that so the peace and tranquility of both provin- 
ces may be preserved, until such time as the boundaries 
can be finally settled. The Lords of the Committee 
thought proper to comply with such their request; and 
being this day again attended by all parties, the counsel 
acquainted the Committee, that the proprietaries of 
each province had accordingly met and agreed tu the 
following propositions, viz. + , 

I. That so much of the Majesty’s order in council of 
the eighteenth of August, 1737, as orders, That the gov- 
ernor’s of the respective provinces of Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, for the time being, do not, upon pain of 
incurring his Majesty’s highest displeasure, permit or 
suffer any tumults, riots or other outrageous disorders, 
to be committed on the borders of their respective pro- 
vinces, but that they do immediately put a stop thereto, 
and use their utmost endeavours to preserve peace and 
good order amongst all his Majesty’s subjects under 
their government, inhabiting the said borders, do stand 
in force and be observed. 

II. That there beingno riots that appear to have been 
committed within the three lower counties of New Castle, 
Kent & Sussex, upon Delaware, it is therefore not tho’t 
necessary to continue the latter part of the said order in 


council, as to the said three lower counties, (but that | 


the same former order in council, so far as relates to 
the said three Lower Counties) be discharged without 
prejudice to either of the proprictaries, as if the same 
had never been made. 

Ill. That all other lands, in contest between the said 
proprietaries, now possessed by or under either of them, 


WM. PENN AND LORD BALTIMORE. 
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| and his Governor, Courts, and Officers, without preju- 
dice to either proprietary, and until the boundaries 
shall be finally settled. 

V. That the respective proprietaries shall be at free 
liberty to grant out on the common and usual terms, all 
or any vacant lands within the said province of Pennsyl- 
vania and Maryland, in contest between the said propri- 

_etaries, (that is to say, within their own respective sides 
of the said several limits, mentioned in the last foregoing 
paragraph.) For the which lands, and the profits of the 
same xlso, each proprietary shall account to the other, 
who may be adjudged to be the proprietary thereof, 
upon the final determination of the boundaries between 

_ the two provinces. 

VI. That all prisoners, on both sides, on account of 
being concerned in any riots or disturbances, relating to 
the bounds, or for any act or thing done thereat, or for 
any other act touching the right of either of the said pro- 
vinces, in relation to their bounds, be forthwith released 
and discharged, on entering into their own respective 
_recognizances, in a reasonable sum, to appear and sub- 
| mit to trial, when called upon by further order from his 
majesty. 
| “VIL That this be declared to be a provisional and 
| temporary order, to continue until the boundaries shall 
| be finally settled, and declared to be without prejudice 
| to either party. 

VIII. That his Majesty be most humbly moved to dis- 

| charge so much of the order of the eighteenth of Au- 
| gust 1737, as varies from this agreement; and that the 

_ several other petitions of complaint, now depending be- 

| fore his Majesty in Council, relating to any disturbances, 

_may be withdrawn by the respective petitioners. 

| ‘fo which propositions, the proprietaries of each pro- 

| vince signified their consent before the committee, and 
|declared their readiness to carry the same into execu- 
tion, if your Majesty shall be pleased to approve thereof: 
| And the committee considering that this agreement may 
| be a proper expedient for restoring peace and tranquility 
between the said provinces, and for preventing any 
the like disturbances for the fature, do therefore agree 
humbly to lay the same before your Majesty, for your 
| royal approbation. 

His Majesty this day took the said report into consi- 

| deration, and, in order to preserve peace and tranquil- 
ity between the said provinces, and to prevent any the 
like disturbances for the future, is pleased, with the ad- 
| vice of his Privy Council, to approve of the said agree- 

ment entered into between the proprietaries of the said 
respective provinces. And his Majesty is hereby pleas- 





shall remain in the possession as they now are (although | ed to order, that the proprietaries of the said respective 
beyond the temporary limits hereafter mentioned) and | provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania, do cause the 
also the jurisdiction of the respective proprietaries shall | said agreement to be carried into execution, whereofthe 
continue over such lands until the boundaries shall be | said proprietaries, and all others whom it may concern, 





finally settled; and that the tenants of either side, shall 
not attorn to the other; nor shall either of the proprie- 
taries, or their officers, receive or accept of attornments 
from the tenants of -the other proprietary. 

1V. That as to all vacant lands, in contest between 
the proprictaries, not lying within either of the Three 
Lower Counties, and not now possessed by or under 
either of them, on the East side of the river Susque- 
hannah down so far south as fifteen miles and one quar- 
ter of a mile south of the latitude of the most southern 


part of the city of Philadelphia, and on the west side of | 


the said river Susquehanna, down so far south as four- 
teen miles and three quarters of a mile south of the lati- 
tude of the most southern part of the city of Philadel- 
phia, the temporary jurisdiction over the same is agreed 
to be exercised by the proprietaries of Pennsylvania, 
and their Governor, Courts, and Officers. And as to 
such vacant lands in contest between the proprietaries, 
and not now possessed by or under cither of them, on 
both sides of the river Susquehanna, south of the re- 
spective southern limits in this paragraph before men- 
ioned; the temporary jurisdiction over the same is 
tgreed to be exercised by the proprietary of Maryland, 


are totake notice, and govern themselves accordingly. 

| JA. VERNON. 
REAL ESTATE OWNED BY THE CITY. 
| Schedule of the Real Estate owned by the Corporation’ 
July 1st, 1828. 
A lot of ground on the north side of High street, and 

west side of Schuylkill Front street, extending north- 
| ward 306 feet to Filbert street, and about 740 feet west- 
| ward to low water mark at the river Schuylkill, includ- 
‘ing Ashton street. On this lot there are two smail 
‘frame buildings of little value. 
A lot of ground on the north side of Chestnut street, 
‘and west side of Schuylkil Front street, extending 
‘northward 379 feet, and about 900 feet westward 
ito low water mark at the river Schuylkill, includ- 
‘ing Ashton street. On this lot are erected the western 
| engine house, basin, &c. ° 
| A lot of ground at the south-west corner of Schuylkill 
Second street and Ash alley, in the square between 
| High and Chestnut streets, 130 feet in breadth on Se 
}cond street, extending westward 180 feet, to Aspen 
‘alley. No building on this lot. 
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Two lots of ground on the east side of Schuylkill 
Front street: the first, at the distance of 25 feet 6 inches 
north of Chestnut street, is in breadth 44 6-12 feet, and 
in length, eastward, 180 feet, to Aspen alley; the se- 














‘feet, to a corner of ground belonging to Jones and 
others, and thence southwardly, along said ground, about 
| 99 feet, to the place of beginning. 


| N.B. Besides the foregoing, there are vested in the 


cond, at the distance of 60 feet north of Chestnut street, 
is in breadth 83 7-12 feet, and in length, eastward, 180 
feet, te Aspen alley. No buildings on either of these 
Jots. 

Two lots of ground on the south side of Lombard 
street, each of them 78 feet in length, southward; one 
of them extending from Ninth to Tenth street, and the 
other from Tenth to Eleventh street. ‘These lots were 
originally granted by the Legislature as burial places 
for strangers; the westernmost lot has been used as such, 
and the easternmost is, by an act of the Legislature, ab- 


solutely vested in the corporation, freed from that use: a | 


portion has been let on ground rent, for ever. 

A lot of ground on the north side of High street conti- 
nued west of Schuylkill, in length, westward, 1,540 feet 
from low water mark at the river Schuylkill and in 
breadth, at the east end, 510 feet, and continuing that 
breadth about 500 feet, and then about 430 feet in 
breadth for the remainder of its length; containing in the 
whole about 15 acres. On this ground is astone house, 
occupied as a tavern, several other dwelling houses, 
shops, &c. all under lease, from the corporation, for a 
term of years. 

A lot of ground on the west side of Delaware Front 
street, in breadth, 102 feet, from Dock to Spruce street, 
in length, on Spruce street, 277 6-12 feet, and on Dock 
street, 222 9-12 feet, to Little Dock street. This lot is 
unimproyed. 


A lot of ground at the north-east corner of Delaware | 


Front and Dock streets, 100 fect in front north and 


south, and of that breadth about 293 feet to the end of 


the wharf, including Water street. A part of this lot is 
deased to Snyder and Kern, on which they have erected 
a three storied brick store. 

A lot of ground on the south side of Cherry street, 
between Ninth and Tenth streets, 40 feet front, by 144 
feetin depth. On this lot are erected the office and 
work-shops for the use of the City Water Works. 

The State House square, 510 feet in length, from 
Chestnut to Walnut street, and 597 6-12 feet in breadth, 
from Delaware Fifth to Sixth street; together with the 


State House, and City Hall at the south-west corner of | had been erected. 


Chestnut and Fifth streets, and the lots on which they 
are erected. 

A lot of ground situate in Penn Township, and ad- 
joining the Vineyard town plat, containing two acres, 
appropriated for a public burial ground, in lieu of the 
lot on Lombard street, from Ninth to Tenth street. 

Five public squares, viz. Washington, Franklin, 
North-west, South-west, and Centre. 

The public landings on the Schaylkill and Delaware 
rivers, and the house at the Drawbridge, commonly 
called the ‘‘ Fish House,” under lease from the Corpora- 


| 112 fect. 


| Corporation, to be used as burial ground for strangers, 
| two lots of ground on the west side of Schuylkill Second 


| street, extending westward to Schuylkill Front street; 
| one of them adjoining the south side of Vine street, in 


breadth, southward, 102 feet, the other at the distance 
| of 204 feet south of Vine street, in breadth, southward, 
No buildings on either of these lots. 


STATE HOUSE YARD. 


| Report to the City Councils on the title of the city to the 
State House Yard. 


Agreeably (o the resolution of councils, of the 10th of 
| June, and the appointment of the presidents, of the 30th 


| of July last, in pursuance thereof, | proceeded to Harris- 


| burg, and there, in the office of the Secretary of the 
| Commonwealth, examined the documents of title, relat- 
‘ing to the state house yard, and the ground on which 
| the adjoining buildings are erected. There are many 

| deeds, in possession of the state, relating to the ground, 

| but most of them are mesne conveyances, from various 
| purchasers, during a period of eighty years and upwards, 

| between the original patentees of the proprietor, and 
| the trustees appointed by law to receive the legal title 
| on the part of the province, and in no way material to 
| the question, gs it respects the interests of the city. By 
an examination of the documents, it appears, that the 
/ square of ground between Chestnut and Walnut, and 
Fifth and Sixth streets, with the exception of perhaps 
two lots on Walnut street, was originally granted by the 
| proprietor, at different times, and to different pur- 
| chasers, in anumber of small lots, according to the plan 
‘thereof, No. I, herewith exhibited. Prior to the 21st 
| February, 1735-6, a part of the ground designated by 
| the letters WA and AH, in the plan, No. III, passed 
| from the patentees through many owners, and was con- 


veyed to William Allen and Andrew Hamilton, who, in 
| the act of assembly of that date, (Prov. laws, p. 189) 


| 


are stated to have purchased the same “‘ by directions of 
| the legislature.’’—From the re¢ital in this act it appears, 
| that before this time, the state house and other buildings 
Other lots designated by the letters 
| Eand F, in the plan No. II, are included in the deserip- 
| tion of the ground as given by the act, the one, marked 
with the letter E, being a part of a large lot on Walnut 
street, was not conveyed to the trustees until the year 
| 1742, and for the other marked with the letter F, being 
| also part of a large lot on Walnut street, there was no 
conveyance until the year 1762. The act also contains 
two other lots, No. 9 and 10, the former not conveyed 
to the trustees, until several months, and the latter not 


until two years after the passing of the law, which recites 


| that the whole had been previously purchased. In the 


tion toS. Dewees. | act of assembly referred to, there is an express proviso 

A lot of ground on the east side of Schuylkill Sixth | and declaration, “ that it was the true intent and meaning 
street, between High and Chestnut streets, containing | thereof, that no part of the ground lying to the southward 
in front or breadth, on said Sixth street, 40 feet, and | of the state house, as it is now built, be converted into or 
extending in length or depth, eastward, 193 feet. On| made use of for erecting any sort of buildings thereupon, 
this lot the city stables are erected. | but that the same should be and remain a public open 

The Estate at “Fair Mount,” on which are erected | green and walks forever.” 
the Engine house and other works for supplying the I" On the 21st December, 1742, another lot marked 
city with water. This estate, embracing the late pur-| No. 11, in the plan No. IJ, was purchased by William 
chase, contains in front, on Callowhill street, 450 feet, to Allen, for the use of the province, as the act of assembly 
the Bridge Company’s ground, thence north, along the | of the 17th February 1762, recites. All the ground 
line of said ground, 82 feet, to Morris street, thence which at the period of this last law, had been purchased, 
westwardly, about 300 feet, to the river Schuylkill, | was the front on Chestnut street, and this lot on Walnut 
thence along the Schuylkill, northwardly, about 890 | strect, the whole with the buildings erected thereon, 
feet, to Francis street, thence eastwardly, along Francis | with the exception of the two corner lots on which. the 
street, 1216 feet, to the north-west corner of Moliere’s | court houses now stand, was by this act settled upon 
lot, on John and Francis strect, then commencing at the | and vested in trustees, for the use of the legislature of 
south-east corner of Moliere and John street, and running | the province, and to and for such other uses, intents, 
along Jolin street, 961 feet, to the south-east corner of | and purposes, as they at any time should direct, with 
John and Biddle streets, thence along Biddle street, 400 | the following restriction and limitation,.viz. * Prowded 
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always nevertheless, and it is hereby declared to be the| Deed, 28th August, 1732. 


true intent and meaning hereof, thet no part of the said | 
ground lying to the southward of the state house, within \ 
the wail as it is now built, shall be used for erecting any | 
sort of building thereon, but that the same shail be and re- | 
man a public walk and green forever.” ‘This act also re- | 
peals the act of 1735-6. 
_ On the 14th May, 1762, an appropriation was made , 
by the legislature to enable the trustees to purchase | 
other lots, to be vested in the trustees for the same pur- | 
poses, and subject to the same uses for which the state | 
house and its appurtenances was, by the act of 17th Feb. | 
in the same year, appointed and declared, and to and for | 
no other use, intent or purposes whatsoever. | 

By subsequent purchases the square, (with the ex- 
ception of the two lots on Walnut street, Nos. 18 and 
19, in the plan No. II, for which no deeds can be found) 
was completed and all the lots conveyed to trustees in 
whom the legal title remained vested, until the 28th 
February 1730, when the whole was, by the act of as- 
sembly of that date, (vol. I. p. 484) with other property, 
viz. the court house, gaols, &c. and the ground on 
which they were erected, of the several counties vested 
in the commonwealth, discharged and exempted from 
and against all claim of the trustees or their heirs, sub- 
ject, however, to the several uses, intents, trusts, dispo- 
sitions, and directions for which the same had been, be- 
fore, respectively appointed and limited, and to and for 
none other, saving and always reserving to every 
person or persons, bodies politic and corporate, his and | 
their heirs and successors, other than the trustees, all | 
such estate, right, title, and interest of, in, to and out of | 
the premises, vested in trust, as they or any of them | 
might have had or enjoyed, in case this act had not been | 
passed. The act of 1762 was then repealed. 

I have procured official copies of all the conveyances, | 
or other documents, which | considered important, and 
authorized by the resolution of councils, for their infor- 
mation they are transmitted herewith. 


Deed, 15th October 1730, Book F, vol V, p. 266. 
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| Andrew Hamilton 


fOcToBER 





William Hudson 
to 
Andrew Hamilton. 


Deed, 12th September 1732. 


\ For the lot No. 7, subject toa 
\ ground rent of £5, being one of 
(the rent charges conveyed by Hill 

‘J to Allen. (ante) 


bro the lot No. 6. 


Thomas Paglar 
to 


Deed lost. 
. -. \ For the lot No. 8, subject toa 
sacar evans { rent charge of £2 5s. being one of 


the rent charges conveyed by Hilt 


Andrew Hamilton. } to Allen. (ante) 


Minutes of the Legislature, vol. 3, p. 194, 10th August 
1733 


A committee report that £550 purchase money for the 

ground on which the house stands had been expended. 
Deed Poll, 10th November, 1733. 

William Allen acknowledges the receipt of £500, and 
to have sold to the province of Pennsylvania the lots 
and the ground rents purchased from Hill, on the 15th 
October, 1730, (ante) to be conveyed by him (Allen) to 
such uses as the province should direct and appoint. 


Act of Assembly, Prov. Laws, p. 189. 21st Feb. 1735-6. 
Reciting that Andrew Hamilton and William Allen 


| had purchased, by direction of the legislature,divers 


lots of land on the south side of Chestnut street, desig- 
nated in the plan No. III, by the letters WA and AH, FE 
and F, and No. 9, 10, antl that a state house and other 
buildings had been erected, at the charge of the pro- 


| vince, but that the estate, &c. remained in Andrew Ha- 


milton and William Allen, and that the buildings and 
lots might be effectually secured to the use of the pro- 
vince, it was thought necessary to vest the estate in trus- 
tees for the use, intents, and purposes therein after 
specified; Andrew Hamilton and William Allen were 








Levin Hill : | desired to convey and assure to John Kinsey, Joseph 
a For three lots of ground and four rent | Kirkbride, Caleb Copeland and Thomas Edwards, the 
Wm. Allen. charges. | lands, tenements, &e. aforesaid, to have and to hold the 
One Lot, (No. 1, plan No. I.) | same to the uses, intents, and purposes following, and 
One do. No. 2, ditto. | to no other use whatsoever, viz. to and for the use of 
One do. No. 3, ditto. | the representatives of the freemen of the province, 


Four rent charges, viz. which now are, and from time to time hereafter shall be 


£s. d. | duly elected by the freemen aforesaid, and to and for 
5 0 0 on alot granted to Thomas Paglar, m’d. A such other uses, intents, and purposes, as they, the said 
426 do. Matthias Dowlin, do. B Z w representatives, at any ume or times thereafter, in gene- 
250 aa William Davis do. C/ = | ral assembly met, shall direct and appoint. 7 Provided 
300 Jo. Michael Morris, do. DJ ™ alweys, and itis hereby declared to be the true intent and 


meaning of these presents, that no part of the said ground, 
lying to the south of the state house as it is now built, be. 
conperted into or made use of for erecting any sort of build- 
ings thereupon, but that the said ground shall be inclosed, 
and remain a public green and walk forever.” 


Deed, 18th September, 1736. 


\ For the lot No. 9, subject toa 
\ ground rent.of £2 5s. 0d. being one 


of the rent charges conveyed by 
‘) Hill to Allen. (ante) 


Deeds, 8th February and 12th June, 1732. 


Sampson Thomas and 
Sarah ees For the Lot No. 4. 


Andrew Hamilton. Jj 
Deed, 10th June, 1732. 


>} Fora messuage or tenement and 
Matthew Dowlin | the lot No. 5, subject to a rent | 
to pcharge of £4 2s. 6d. heing one | 
Andrew Hamilton. | ofthe rent charges conveyed by | 
J Hill to Allen. (ante) 


Minutes of ihe Legislature, vol. 3, p. 180. 11th Aug. 1732 


William Davis 
to 
Andrew Hams#ton 


Deed, 1738. 

| Thomas Stapleford > 

to - For the lot No. 10. 
** Resolved, That Andrew Hamilton and others pay | Andrew Hamilton. § 

to William Allen the purchase money for the ground he | 
bought of Levin Hill, upon the said William Allen’s | 
making a declaration under his hand and seal in writing, | ‘‘So far as concerns the vesting and settling the lots, 
that he will at any time hereafter, on payment of such | houses and grounds, formerly agreed for by me, for the 
reasonable costs in law as may thereupon arise, convey | use of the province, I do nominate, authorize and ap- 
the said ground to such persons and such uses as shall} point William Allen, with my son James, to grant and 
be directed by the legislature for the time being or | convey the said lots, houses and grounds to the trustees 


such counsel learned in the law as they shall think fit | appointed by act of assembly, passed 21st February, 
for that service.” | 1735-6.” 


~- 


Will of Andrew Hamilton, 1st August, 1741. 
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Deed, 21st December, 1742. 
Anthony Morris 
to For the lot No. 11. 
William Allen. 

From the preceding documents it appears that of the 
lots described in the act of assembly of 1735-6, those 
which are designated by the letters WA and AH in plan 
No. ll. were originally purchased by, and conveyed to | 
Andrew Hamilton and William Allen, in their own rights, | 
but the preamble of the act declares, that the purchases | 
were made by direction of the legislature. Those | 
marked E. and F. are not included in any of the prece- | 
ding deeds. Thelots No. 9and 10 were not conveyed | 
to the trustees until after the passing of the law, and 
therefore could not be included within its provisions, | 
unless purchased or agreed for before. No conveyances 
were made during the life time of Andrew Hamilton, 
pursuant to the direction of this law, but by his will he 
authorized his son James, and William Allen to convey 
to the trustees, appointed by the act of 1735, the lots, 
&c. which had beenagreed for by him, for the use of 
the province. 

Deed, 2d July, 1760, Book H: vol. 10, p. 635. 
William Allen 
to For the lot No 11. 
Isaac Norris,. Thos. Leach, Jos. Fox. 


To have and to hold, &c. to such and the same use, 
intent and purposes, as are mentioned or intended, in } 
and by the act of assembly of 27th Feb. 1735-6. 


Deed, 16th Sent. 1761, Bock H. vol 15, p. 29, &e. 
William Allen 2 For the lots, No. | 
to 1, 2, 3, and the} 
Ysaac Norris, Thomas Leach, Joseph ) ground rents pay- | 
Fox. y able by Pagiar, | 
- Powlin, Davis and | 

S Morris. (ante.) 
Reciting the act of 21st February, 1735-6, ‘in which 
there is a proviso to the effect “following,” for the ma- 
king conveyances of the lands, &c. to such uses as the | 
jegislature should at any time direct and appoint. The | 
assembly then sitting considering that most of the trus- 
tees were dead, and that others were absent, and infirm, 
directed the said Isaac Norris the speaker, Thomas | 
Leach and Joseph Fox two of their members, to be 
trustees of the lots, &c. intended to be granted pursu- | 
ant to the act of 1735-6, and the condition thereof, ‘*To 
have and to hold, &c. the said lots and rent charges in 
’ trust, and to such and the same use or uses, intents and | 
purposes, as they are mentioned and intended in and by | 
the said act, and to and for no other use, intent or pur- 
pose whatsoever.” 


Deed, 17th Sept. 1761, Book H. vol. 15, p. 112. | 
James Hamilton, William Allen For the lots No. 
to 4A, 5, 6, th 8, 9, | 
Isaac Norris, Thomas Leach, and ) 10. 
Joseph Fox. 


Reciting the act of assembly of the 21 Feb. 1735-6, “in | 
which there is a proviso to the effect following,” viz. | 
for the making conveyances of the lands and tenements, | 
to such uses as the legis'ature should at any time or times | 
appoint and direct. The assembly then sitting, consi- | 
dering that most of the trustees were dead, that others | 
were absent and infirm, directed the said Isaac Norris, | 
the speaker, Thomas Leach, and Joseph Fox, two of | 
their members, pursuant to the act of 1735-6 and the | 
condition thereof, and the survivor of them, to be trus- 
tees of the lots intended to he granted “to have and to 
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‘the act of 31 Feb. 1755-6, the death of the trustees na- 
med in that act, befcre the deed executed; and that the 
premises with the exception of the two corner lots, on 
which the court houses are erected, might be effectually 
secured to the use of the province, and the legal estate 
vested in trustees, for the uses and purposes therein af- 
ter mentioned, &c: it was enacted that the state house, 
buildings and lot of ground purchased before that time, 
(except the two corner lots before mentioned) and all 
the immunitigs, improvements, appurtenances, and the 
estate, interest, &c. of Andrew Hamilton in his life time, 
and his heirs since his death, and of William Allen, 
should be thenceforth vested in Isaac Norris, Thomas 
Leach, Joseph Fox, Samuel Rhoads, Joseph Galloway, 
John Baynton and Edward Pennington, freed and dis- 
charged from the uses, intents and purposes, mentioned 
and contained in the before recited act of assembly, and 
from all claim and demands of the former trustees—But 
nevertheless, upon the trusts, and to and for the ends, 
intents and purposes, and subject to the following uses, 
viz. for the use of the legislature, and to and for such 
other uses, intents and purposes as they at any time af- 
ter should direct and appoint. 

Provided ‘falways, and it is hereby declared to be the 
true intent and meaning hereof, that no part of said 
ground, lying to the southward of the state house, with- 
in the wall as it is now built, be made use of for erecting 
any sort of buildings thereon, but that the same shall 
be and remain a public green and walk forever.” The 


| trustees to suffer actions to be brought in their names 


and to exesute deeds, &c. for the premises ‘‘to the uses 
aforesaid,” in such a manner as the legislature should di- 
rect, &c This act then repeals that of 1735-6. 

The 3d section recites, that the two lots one at the 
corner of Fifth, the other on Sixth street had been pur- 


| chased by Andrew Hamilton, with the intent that they 


should be conveyed to the trustees, for the use of the 
city and county, respectively, and that they might be 
settled accordingly, the trustees were directed on pay- 
ment of the sum of 50/. for each lot, (being as the mi- 


| nutes of the assembly recite at the same rate or price 


for which the whole of the ground had been purchased, ) 


| to convey the said lots to the city and county, with no 
other restriction than that the buildings should be of 
| like outward form of structure and dimensions. On the 


18th of July 1764, the trustees executed deeds to the 
city and county respectively, who paid the consideration 


| required of them. 


From the preceding documents it is evident that the 


| lots purchased prior to the 17th Sept. 1762, were con- 


veyed to the trustees on the part of the province, for 


| the uses and purposes particularly specified in the act 


of 21 Feb. 1735-6, in which there is an express provision 
that no part of the ground shall be made use of for 
erecting any kind of buildings but that the same should 
remain a public green and walk forever, which restric- 
tion extends te all the ground described in that act.— 
There is therefore, not only a solemn legislative decla- 
ration, made in the years 1735 and 1762 of the uses for 
which the whole ground was to be appropriated, but 
also as to the greater part of it, the acceptance of con- 
veyances subjecting it expressly to the same uses. 


Act of Assembly, 14th May, 1762, vol.1. p. 254. 
Reciting, that whereas it was theught necessary for 
publie convenience to purchase certain lots of ground 
adjoining that on which the state heuse is erected, for 
the same uses intents and purposes to which the house 


hold the lots, &c. in trust, and to such and the same use, and its appurtenances was before appropriated; there- 
or uses, intents and purposes, as are mentioned and in-| fore-the trustees of the loan office were directed to re- 
tended, in and by the said act, and to and for no other | tain out cf the monies, by a previous act directed tobe 
use, intent or purpose whatsoever.” | burnt, sunk and destroyed, the sum of 5000Z. subject to 
Act of Assembly, 17th February, 1762, vol. 1, p- 242. | the orders of the trustees of the state house, which sum 
Reciting that Andrew Hamilton and William Allen, | or so much thereof as should be necessary, they were 
by directions of the legislature, had purchased the lots | directed to apply towards the purchasing of all or any 
described in the act of 1735-6, that William Allen had | of the lots between Chesnut and Walnut and Fifth and 


since purchased lot No. 11, the erection of the buildings, ' Sixth streets, for the uses following viz. That the same 
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should be vested in the trustees for the same purposes 
and subject to the same uses for which the state house 
and its appurtenances was by the act of the 17th Feb. 
1762, appropriated and for no other uses intents and 
purposes whatsoever. 
Deed, 10th July, 1762, Book H. vol. 16, p. 111, &c. 
Thomas Gordon and Wife 
to 
Isaac Norris and others, Trustees na- 
med in the acts of 1762. 
Deed, 10th Sept. 1762, Book H. vol. 16, p. 374. 
Robert Tempest and Wife 
to 
Isaac Norris and others, Trustees, kc. 
Deed, 13th Oct. 1762, Book [. vol. 6. p. 173. 
Joseph Shippen, Junior 
to 


For the lot No.12. 


Forthe lot No. 13. 


For the lot No.14, 
Isaac Norris & others, Trustees, &c. 
Deed 26th May, 1767, Book I, vol. 6, p. 179. 
John Chappel 
to For the lot No 15. 
Isaac Norris & others, Trustees, kc. 
Deed, 6th Feb. 1769, Book I, vol. 6, p. 203. 
David Erwin and Wife 
to 
Joseph Fox & others, Trustees, &c. 
Deed, 6th Feb.1769, Book J, vol. 6, p. 207. 
Charles Townsend and Wife 
to 
Joseph Fox & others, Trustees, &c. 


All the deeds subsequent to the act of 14th May,1762, 
contain a recital that the purchases were respectively 
made pursuant to the direction thereof, and the convey- 
ances are in “‘trust for the uses intents and purposes de- 
clared in the act of 17 Feb. 1762. ‘‘and to and for no 
other use intent and purpose whatsoever.” 


Act of Assembly, 28th Feb. 1780, vol. 1, p. 485. 

Reciting, that on account of the difficulty of securing 
the real estate of the late province, then state of Penn- 
sylvania, the same was vested in trustees, that some of 
the trustees were dead and it might be difficult to ascer- 
tain the person to whom the estate had descended if 
suits should be necessary for the conservation thereof. 
It was enacted that the state house, together with the 
adjoining lot, bounded by Chesnut, Fifth, Walnut and 
Sixth streets, and the court houses, gaols, &c. together 
with the lots of lands whereon they are erected, or which 
are appurtenant to them of the several counties as they 
were then vested in trustees, should be vested in the 


For the lot No 16. 


For the lot No 17. 
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would add to the improvement of the public walks if the 


south wall was also lowered, then authorizing the coun- 
cils at the expense of the city to remove the south wall 
also, with a proviso that nothing contained in the act 
should be taken to impair the title of the commonwealth 
to the state house, and the lot appertaining thereto. 

In consequence of the power derived from these acts, 
the corporation have expended a very considerable sum 
of money on ‘the improvement, and in the embellish- 
ment of ‘ ‘the public walks.” 

From the documents referred to, it results that the 
lots, Nu. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9,10 & 11, in the plan No. 
Il, were conveyed to the trustees appointed by the le- 
gislature in the year 1761, in trust for the uses, declared 
by the act of 1735-6, which contains a proviso ‘‘that no 
part of the ground lying to the southward of the state 
house should be converted into, or made use of for erecting 
buildings, but that the same should be an open public green 
and watk forever.” The same trust with a similar restric- 
tion is again repeated and declared in the two acts of 
1762. ‘The lots, No. 12, 15, 14, 15, 16 & 17, were pur- 
chased agreeably to the directions of the act of 14th of 
May 1762, and were conveyed to the trustees for the 
uses declared by the act of 17 Feb. in the same year, 
and for no other use whatsoever. For the lots No. 18 
and 19 no conveyance can be found at present, they are 
however included in the description of the ground, as 
given in the act of 1780, which again recognizes, re- 
peats, and declares the uses, trusts, dispositions and di- 
rections for which the whole lot had been at different 
periods of time appointed and limited by previous acts, 
and the conveyances made in pursuance thereof. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOSEPH REED. 
Philad. Dec. 1, 1813. 
[See Profiles in the adjoining page.] 


NORTH-EAST SQUARE. 

Information relative to the title of the Corporation to 
the North-Fast Public Square, reported by the Re- 
corder, in pursuance of a resolution of the thirteenth 
of April, 1797. 

No. 1. A plan of the city of Philadelphia. 

No. 2. A small book called “An explanation of 
the map of the city and suburbs of Philadelphia,” 
published by John Reid, pages, (No. 10, 11, and 
13,) 1774. 

Sixteenth of August, 1683.—In a letter from the pro- 
prietor, (William Penn,) to the free society of Traders, 
he says, ‘*I say little of the town itself, because a plat- 


form will be shown you by my agent, in which, those 





commonwealth, discharged and exempted from all claims | who are purchasers of me will find their names and inte- 
and demands of the trustees, and of their heirs, subject | rests.” 

however, to the several uses, trusts, disposition and di- | No. 3.—Thomas Holme’s description of the city of 
rection for which the same had been before appointed | Philadelphia. “The model of the city appears by a 
and limited, and to none other, saving and always re- | small draught thereof now made, and because there is 
serving to every person and persons, bodies politic and | not room to express the purchasers’ names in the 
corporate, &c. other than the trustees, all such estate, | draught, I haye therefore drawn directions of reference 





right, title, and interest to the premises which before 
the passing of the act might have had. 
Act of Assembly, 30th Sept. 1791, Dallas’s ed. p. 144. 

Reciting, that it would contribute to the embellish- 
ment of the public walks in the State House garden, and 
conduce to the health of the citizens by admitting a 
freer circulation of air, if the east and west walls were 
lowered and palisadoes placed thereon. Therefore, be 
it enacted, &c. that the corporation, at the expense of 
the citizens, shall have power to take down the wall on 
the east and west side, within three feet of the pave- 
ment, and to erect thereon palisadoes of iron, fixed an 
a stone capping, to be placed on the wall. 

Aet of Assembly, 10th March, 1812. 

Reciting, that the corporation of the city in pursuance 
of the authority given by the act of the 30th Sept. 1791, 
had lowered the walls on the east and west sides of the 
state house yard, and placed palisadoes thereon, that it 


by way of numbers, whereby may be known each man’s 
lot and place in*the city.” 

‘*The city, as the model shows, consists of a lar 
Front street to each river, and a High street near the 
middle, from river to river, of one hundred feet broad, 
and a Broad street in the middle of the city from side to 
side, of the like breadth. In the center of the city is a 
square of ten acres, at each angle to build houses for 
public affairs, there is also in each quarter of the city a 
square of eight acres to be for the like uses as Moorfields 
in London, and eight streets besides the said High 
street, that run from river to river orfront to front. 

There is a copy of a return of survey for a Jot in the 
city, signed by Thomas Holmes, Surveyor-General, 
twenty-fifth, Fourth month, 1684—it should be remem- 
bered, that the editor of this book does not inform 
where the original letters above referred to may be 
seen. 


(See page 234.) 
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No. 4.-—Twenty-ninth of January, 1706. Recorded 
in the Rolls Office, Philadelphia. Patent book A. vol. 
3, page 361. 

Patent from Edward Shippen, Griffith Owen, Thomas 
Story, and James Logan, Proprietary Commissioners to 
the Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Philadelphia. 
Reciting, ‘* That whereas upon an application made 
from the Mayor and Commonalty of the city of Phila- 
delphia in the said province, to my present Commis- 
sioners of property or the proprictary deputies herein 
after named, that they would grant some convenient 
piece of ground for a common and public burying 
place for all strangers or others who might not so con- 
veniently be laid in any of the particular inclosures ap- 
propriated by certain religious societies for that purpose- 
My said commissioners, by their warrant under their 
hands and seal of the province, bearing date the twenty- 
eighth day of the eleventh month last past, required the 
Surveyor to the said city, to lay out for the use afore- 
said, a certain square therein mentioned, ‘‘ being one of 
those squares which at the original plotting of the said city 
were intended for public uses,” which accordingly was 
surveyed and laid out the fifth day of the Fourth month 
last past, under the bounds and limits here following, 
that is to say, a certain square of ground, being in 
breadth five hundred foot, and in length also five hun- 
dred foot, bounded on the north with Walnut street, on 
the east with Sixth street from the river Delaware, on 
the south with a street forty foot in breadth, and on the | 
west with another street likewise of the said breadth of 
forty foot. And whereas the said Mayor and Common- | 

| 








alty have requested I would confirm the same to them 
by patent, know ye, that I, favoring the said request, 
and for better accommodating the said city as aforesaid, | 
I have thought fit to grant, and do by these presents for 
me, my heirs and successors, give, grant, release and 
confirm to the Mayor and Commonalty now being and | 
to their successors for ever, all that, the said picce or | 
square_of ground, bounded and limited as above ex- | 
pressed, together with all ways, waters, casements, li- 


NORTH-EAST PUBLIC SQUARE. 
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ther, I believe this old plan has remained time immemo- 
rial in the office of the Surveyor General, and has always 
been referred to as an authentic paper. 

No. 4.—This patent is now in my possession, and I 
consider it as the most powerful evidence of the city’s 
title to the public squares; it bears date more than nine. 
ty years ago, when William Penn the founder of the 
province was alive. It is to be considered ina legal 
point of view, as the declaration of William Penn, 
(contained in one of his most solemn acts of authority, 
to wit, a patent under the great seal) that at the original 
plotting of the city, there were certain squares intended 
for public use, and that the square described in the pa- 
tent was one of them. 

It was my intention to have taken time and made 
greater researches in the several public offices; but un- 
derstanding from some Members of the Common Coun- 
cil, that they were desirous of acting upon the subject, 
I can only add to the foregoing statement, that I believe 
several very ancient surveys may be found, calling for 
the public square in the centre of the city as a boundary; 
but I have not yet found that there are any such surveys 
referring in the same manner to either of the squares on 
the north or south sides. 

Iam of opinion, that the right of the city to the north- 
east and other squares is good, and may be established 
in a Court of Justice. The documents above referred 
to, make a sufficient foundation whereon a jury at this 
day (upon legal principles) ought to presume, that 
there was an ancient proprietary grant for those squares 
to the use of the citizens of Philadelphia, which, from 
the accidents of time, is now lost. And the same docu- 
ments, I think, will amount toa covenant or agreement 
on the part of the first proprietor, to stand seised of 
those squares for the use of the citizens of Philadelphia. 

The commonwealth, as it now represents the propri- 


etary rights, must (if the legal estate to those squares is 


vested in it,) hold the same for the use of the citizens, 
as the proprietors did. 
I give this opinion, with the exception as to that part 


berties,; profits, commodities, and appurtenances to the | of the north-east square within the limits of the patent 
said piece or square of ground or to any part or parcel | from John Penn of the fourteenth of December, 1763. 


thereof belonging, or in any wise appertaining, to have | If the patentees can show that they are fair purchasers, 





and to hold the said piece of ground and premises here- 
by granted, with the appurtenances, to the said Mayor 
and Commonalty, and their successors for ever, to the 
only. uses’ herein after following, and to no other use 
whatsoever; that is to say, for a common and public bu- 
tying place for the service of the city of Philadelphia, 
for interring thc bodies of all manner of deceased per- 
sons whatsoever, whom there shall be occasion to lay 
therein, and for the further improvement of the said bu- 
rying place, I do hereby grant full and free liberty to 
the Mayor and Commonalty and their successors, to in- 
close; fence, plant, build, or by any other ways or means 
whatsoever, to improve the aforesaid piece of ground 
hereby granted and premises as the said Mayor and 
Commonalty or their successors from time to time shall 
see convenient.” 
ORSERVATIONS. 

Nos. 1, 2, 3.—This plan of the city has been generally 
considered as the work of Thomas Holme, and has been 
received as evidence in the Supreme Court on several 
trials. Thomas Holme was the first Surveyor-General 
in Pennsylvania, and arrived here, probably from Eng- 
land, in the summer, 1683. 

This plan of the-city wherein five public squares are 
laid down, may be considered as an authentic document, 
and the most ancient (known) piece of evidence of 
the city’s right to the squares. This plan must have 
been made by Thomas Holme, Surveyor-General, from 
an actual survey of the city previously made by him; and 
that-it was made by the order of William Penn, the evi- 
dence is very strong, as it appears from the letter above 


referred to and other evidence, that he was then in ¢his | 


country, and in his letter refers to a Plan, which, in all 
human probability, was*the one now spoken of. Fur- 


for a valuable consideration, without notice of the 
rights of the citizens; for such part it may be very 
doubtful whether or not the possession can be recover- 
ed from them. 
ALEXANDER WILCOCKS, Recorder. 
Philadelphia, June 5th, 1797. 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF ROBERT MORRIS. / 
GY JAMES MEASE, M. D. 


Published originally in the Philadelphia edition of the 
Edinburg Encyclopxdia. 


Robert Morris was the son of a respectable merchant 
of Liverpool, who had for some years been extensively 
concerned in the American trade; and while a boy, he 
was brought by his father to this country, in which it ap- 
pears he intended tosettle. During the time that he 
was pursuing his education in Philadelphia, he unfortu- 
nately lost his father, in consequence of a wound receiy- 
ed from the wad of a gun, which was discharged as a 
compliment by the captain of a ship consigned to him, 
that had just arrived at Oxford, the place of his residence, 
on the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay; and he 
was thus left an orphan at the age of fifteen years. In 
conformity with the intentions of his parent, he was bred 
to commerce, and served a regular apprenticeship in the 
counting house of the late Mr. Charles Willing, at that 
time one of the first merchants of Philadelphia. A year 
or two after the expiration of the term for which he had 
engaged himself, he entered into partnership with Mr. 
Thomas Willing. This connection, which was formed 
in 1754, continued for the long period: of thirty-nine 
years, not having been dissolved until 1793. Previously 
to the commencement of the American war, it was, with~ 
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out doubt, more extensively engaged in commerce, than 
any other house in Philadelphia. 


Of the events of his youth we know little. The fact 
just mentioned proves, that although early deprived of 
the benefit of parental counsel, he acted with fidelity, 
and gained the good will of a discerning and wealthy 
young friend, the son of his master. The following anec- 
dote will show his early activity in business, and anxiety 
to promote the interests of his friend. During the ab- 
sence of Mr. Willing at his country place near Frank- 
ford, a vessel arrived at Philadelphia, either consigned to 
him, or that brought letters, giving on a of the 
sudden rise of flour at the port she had left. Mr. Mor- 
ris instantly engaged all that he could contract for, on 
account of Mr. Willing, who, on his return to the city 
next day, hail to defend his young friend from the com- 
plaints of some merchants, that he had raised the price 
of flour. An appeal, however, from Mr. Willing to their 
own probable line of conduct, in case of their having 
first received the news, silenced their complaints. 


Few men in the American colonies were more alive to 
the gradual encroachment of the British government 
upon the liberties of the people, and none more ready to 
remonstrate against them, than Mr. Morris. His signa- 
ture on the part of his mercantile house to the non-im- 
portation agreement, as respected England, which was 
entered into by the merchants of Philadelphia in the 
year 1765, while it evinced the consistency of his prin- 
ciples and conduct, at the same time was expressive of 
a willingness to unite with them in showing their deter- 
mination to prefer a sacrifice of private interest to the 
continuance of an intercourse, which would add to the 
revenue of the government that oppressed them. The 
extensive mercantile concerns with England of Mr. Mor- 
ris’s house, and the large importations of her manufac- 
tures and colonial produce by it, must have made this 
sacrifice considerable. His uniform conduct on the sub- 
ject of the relative connexion between England and the 
Colonies, his high standing in society, and general intel- 
ligence, naturally pointed him out as a fit representative 
of Pennsylvania inthe national councils, assembled on 
the approach of the political storm; and he was accord- 
ingly appointed by the legislature of Pennsylvania, in 
November 1775, one of the delegates to the second con- 
gress that met at Philadelphia. A few weeks after he 
had taken his seat, he was added to the secret commit- 
tee of that body, which had been formed by a resolye of 
the preceding congress and whose duty was “to contract 
for the importation of arms, ammunition, sulphur, and 
saltpetre, and to export produce on the public account 
to pay for the same.” He wasalso appointed a member 
of the committee for fitting out a naval armament, and 
specially commissioned to negociate bills of exchange 
for congress; to borrow money for the marine commit- 
tee, and to manage the fiscal concerns of congress upon 
other occasions. Independently of his enthusiastic zeal 
in the cause of his country, of his capacity for business, 
ard knowledge of the subjects committed to him, or his 
talents for managing pecuniary concerns, he was parti- 
cularly fitted for such services; as the commercial credit 
he had established among his fellow citizens probably 
stood higher than that of any other man in the commu- 
hity, and of this he did not hesitate to avail himself 
whenever the public necessities required such an evi- 
dence of his patriotism. These occasions were neither 
few nor trifling. One of the few remaining prominent 
men of the revolution, and who filled an important and 
most confidential station in the department of war, bears 
testimony that Mr. Morris frequently obtained pecuniary 
and other supplies, which were most pressingly required 
for the service, on his own responsibility, and apparently 
upon his own account, wheh, from the known state of 
the public treasury, they could not have been procured 
for the government. 

Among several facts in point, the foHowing may be 
mentioned: 

Vou. I. 3t 





a ee 











During the rapid march of Cornwallis through New 
Jersey, in pursuit of the American army, Congress, as # 
measure of security, removed to Baltimore, and request+ 
ed Mr. Morris to remain as long as possible in Philadel- 
phia, to forward expresses to them from Gereral Wash- 
ington. The daily expectation of the arrival of the 
enemy in the city, induced Mr. Morris to remove his fa- 
mily to the country; while he took up his abode with an 
intimate friend, who had made up his mind to stay in 
the city at every hazard. At this time, December 1776, 
he received a letter from General Washington, who then 
lay with his army at the place now called New Hope; 
above Trenton, expressing the utmost anxiety for the 
supply of specie, to enable him to obtain such intelli- 
getice of the movements, and precise position and situa- 
uon of the enemy on the opposite shore, as would au- 
thorise him to act offensively. The importance of the 
occasion induced the General to send the letter by a con- 
fidential messenger.* The case was almost hopeless 
from the general flight of the citizens: but a trial must 
be made, and Mr. M. luckily procured the cash as a per- 
sonal loan, from a member of the Society of Friends, 
whom he met, when in the greatest possible anxiety of 
mind, he was walking about the city, reflecting on the 
most likely means or person, by which, or from whom 
it was to be obtained. This prompt and timely compli- 
ance with the demand, enabled General Washington to 
gain the signal victory at Trenton over the savage Hes- 
sians; a victory which, exclusively of the benefits deri- 
ved from its diminishing the numerical force of the ene- 
my by nearly one thousand, was signally important in 
its influence, by encouraging the patriots, and checking: 
the hopes of the enemies of our cause; and by destroy - 
ing the impression which the reputed prowess of the 
conquered foe, and the experience of their ferocity over 
the unprotected and defenceless, had made upon the 
people. Upon another occasion, he became responsi- 
ble for a quantity of lead, which had been most urgently 
required for the army, and which most providentially 
arrived at the time when greatly wanted.¢ Ata more 
advanced stage of the war, when pressing distress in the 
army had driven congress and the commander in chief 
almost to desperation, and a part of the troops to muti- 
ny; he supplied the army with four or five thotisand bar- 
rels of flour, upon his private credit; and on a promise 
to that effect, persuaded a member to withdraw an in- 
tended motion to sanction a procedure which, although 
common in Europe, would have had a very injurious ef: 
fect upon the cause of the country: this was to author- 
ize General Washington to seize all the provisions that 
could be found within a circle of twenty miles of hig 
camp.¢ While U. S. financier, his notes constituted, 
for large transactions, part of the circulating medium. 
Many other similar instances occurred of this patriotic 
interposition of his own personal responsibility for sup- 
plies, which could not otherwise have been obtained. 

In the first year in which he served as a representa- 
tive in congress, he signed the memorable parchment 
containing the Declaration that forever separated us from 
England, and thus pledged himself to join heart and 
hand with the destinies of his country, while some of 
his colleagues, who possessed less firmness, drew back 
and retired from the contest. He was thrice successively 
elected to Congress, in 1776, ’77,; and ’78. 

The exertion of his talents in the public councils, thé 
use of his credit in procuring supplies at home, of his 
personal labour as special agent, or congressional com- 
mittee-man, and of those in his pay, in procuring others 
from abroad, were not the only means employed by him 
in aiding the cause in which he had embarked. The 
free and public expression of his sentiments upon all 





* The messenger was captain Howell, afterwards for 
several years Governor of New Jersey. 

{ See particularsrelated by Judge Peters, in Garden. 

+ Debates on the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
of North Ametica,p. 49. Philadelphia, 1786. 
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occasions, in the almost daily and nightly meetings of! on the part of De Grasse, productd an agitation in the 
the zealous; in the interchange of friendly intercourse | high minded and honourable chief, which those who 
with his fellow citizens, and the confident tone of ulti-| witnessed it “can never forget.” Most fortunately Mr. 
mate success which he supported, served to rouse the | Morris, and Mr. Peters, the secretary of war, had arrived 
desponding, to fix the wayering, and confirm the brave. | the day before, asa committee from Congress, to assist 
Besides, the extensive commercial and private corres-| the general in his preparations for the attack on New 
pondence which he maintained with England, furnished | York, and the embarrassing’ situation of affairs being laid 
him with early intelligence of all the public measures | before them, they gave such consoJation and promises of 
resolved on by the British government, the debates in | aid, each in his particular department, as to encourage 
parliament, and with much private information of im-| his hopes, and calm hismind. ‘The utmost secrecy was 
_ portance to this country. These letters he read to a} enjoined on both, and so faithfully observed, that the 
few select mercantile friends, who regularly met in the | first intelligence congress had of the movement of the 
insurance room at the Merchants’ Coffee house, and | army, was the march of the troops, on the third of Sep- 
through them the intelligence they contained was diffu- | tember, through Philadelphia. It was not, however, 
sed among the citizens, and thus kept alive the spirit of | until it had passed the city 15 miles, that Mr. M. was 
opposition, made them acquainted with the gradual pro- | relievec from his anxiety respecting his promise to Gen. 
gress of hostile movements, and convinced them how | Washington of a competent pecuniary supply to effect 
little was to be expected from the government in respect | the transportation of the army. His object, for this 
to the alleviation of the oppression and hardships against | end, was the loan of the French military chest, and the 
which the colonies had for a long time most humbly, | proposition was made to the French minister Luzerne, 





earnestly, and eloquently remonstrated. This practice, 
which began previously to the suspension of the inter- 
course between the two countries, he continued during 
the war: afd through the medium of Friends, on the 
continent, especially in France and Holland, he received | 
for a time the despatches which had formerly come di- 
rect from England. 


The increasing and clamorous wants of the army, par- 
ticularly for provisions, and the alarming letter written 
by the commander in chief to congress on the subject, 
on being communicated to Mr. Morris, induced him to 
propose to raise an immediate fund to purchase supplies, 
by the formation of a paper money bank; and to estab- | 
lish confidence in it with the public, he also proposed a | 
subscription among the citizens in the form of bonds, 
obliging them to pay,'if it should become necessary, in 
gold and silver, the amounts annexed to their names, to 
fulfil the engagements of the bank. Mr. Morris headed | 
the list with a subscription of 10,0002; others followed, 
to the amount of 300,000/. The directors were autho- | 

| 











rised to borrow money on the credit of the bank, and to 
grant special notes, bearing interest at six percent. The 
credit thus given to the bank effected the object intend- | 
ed, and the institution was continued until the Bank of | 
North America went into operation, in the succeeding 
year.* It was probably on this occasion, that he put- | 
chased the four or five thousand barrels of flour above | 
mentioned, on his own credit, for the army, before the | 
funds could be collected to pay for it.+ 


On the occasion of the important, and as regarded 
the fate of the Union, the decisive measure of the at- 
tack on Cornwallis, the energy, perseverance, and finan- | 
cial talents of Mr. Morris were eminently conspicuous. 

By previous agreement, the French army, under count 
Rochambeau, and the French fleet under De Barras, 
with that expected to arrive under De Grasse from the 
West Indies, were to assist the American army in an at- 
tack upon New York, the strong hold of the British. At 
that time, the American army lay at Philipsburg on York 
island, waiting for the flect under count de Grasse, who 
changed the destination of his squadron, and entered the 
Chesapeake bay. The communication of this occur- | 
rence, by one or other of the two first named command- | 
ers, induced an immediate change of measures, and it | 
was determined by General Washington if possible to | 
proceed to the south; but the want of means to move | 
the army, was a serious difficulty; and this consideration | 
witb the disappointment of his long settled plans and ar- 


rangenients, and in the breacl: of a positive engagement | 





* Of ninety-six subscribers who gave their bonds, five | 
only are alive, viz. Charles Thompson, Thomas Leiper, 
Wm. Hall, John Donaldson, and John Mease. For the | 
original list, and account of the bank, see the Pennsyl- | 
vania Packet for June, 1781. 

¢ Debates on the Bank of North America, p. 49. 


who refused in the most positive manner to assent. His 
persuasive talents succeeded in part with count Rocham- 
beau, and at Chester, whither Mr. Morris, had gone in 
company with General Washington, it was obtained. It 
is probable that the joy naturally felt on meeting at that 
place an express from the marquis Fayette, announcing 
the arrival of count De Grasse in the Chesapeake, with 
an assurance from Mr. Morris that our army could not 
move without funds, hastened the negotiation of this 
fortunate loan. ; 

In the year 1781, Mr. Morris was appointed by Con- 
gress *‘superintendant of finance,” an office then for the 
first time established. This appointment was unanimous. 
Indeed, it is highly probable, that no other man in the 
country would have been competent to the task of ma- 
naging such great concerns as it involved; for none pos- 
sessed, like himself, the happy expedient of raising sup- 
plies, or deservedly enjoyed more of the public confi- 
dence. As the establishment of the office of finance, 
and the appointment of Mr. Morris to fill it, form an 
epoch in the history of the United States, and in the life 
of that officer, it merits particular notice. 

It is well known that the want of a sufficient quantity 
of the precious metals in the country, for a circulating 
medium, and the absolute necessity of some substitute 
to carry on the war, induced congress, from time to 
time, to issue paper bills of credit to an immense amount. 
For atime, the enthusiastic zeal and public spirit of the 
people induced them to receive these bills as equal to 
gold and silver; but, as they were not convertible into 
solid cash at will, and no fund was provided for their re- 
demption, depreciation followed, as a necessary result, 


_and with it the loss of public credit. ‘In the beginning 


of the year 1781, the treasury was more than two mil- 


‘ lions and a half inarrears,; and the greater part of the 


debt was of such a nature, that the payment could not 
be avoided, nor even delayed: and therefore Dr. Frank- 


| lin, then our minister in France, was under the necessity 


of ordering back from Amsterdam monies which had 
been sent thither for the purpose of being shipped to 
Ametica. If he had not taken this step, the bills of ex- 
change drawn by order of congress must have been pro- 
tested,” anda vital stab thereby given to the credit of 
the government in Europe. At home, the greatest pub- 
lic as well as private distress existed; ‘‘public credit had 
gone to wreck, and the enemy built their most sanguine 
hopes of overcoming us upon this circumstance:’”’* and 
“the treasury was so much in arrears to the servants in 
the public offices, that many of them could not, without 
payment, perform their duties, but must have gone to 
gaol for debts they had contracted to enable them to 
live.” To so low an ebb was the public treasury redu- 
ced, that some of the members of the board of war de- 
clared to Mr. Morris, they had not the means of sending 





* Debates on the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
of North America. p. 49. 
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an express to the army.* The pressing distress for. pro- 
vision among the troops at the time, lias already been 
mentioned. The paper bills of credit were sunk so low 
in value, as to require a burthensome mass of them to 
pay foran article of clothing. But the face of things 
was soon changed. One of the first good effects per- 
ceived, was the appreciationt of the paper money; “this 
was raised from the low state of six for one, to that of 
two for one, and it would have been brought nearly, if 
not entirely to par, had not some measures intervened, 
which, though well meant, were not judicious.” The 
plan he adopted was, “to make all his negotiations by 
selling bills of exchange for paper money, and after- 
wards paying it ata smaller rate of depreciation than 
that by which it was received; and at each successive 
operation the rate was lowered, by accepting it on the 
same terms for new bills of exchange, at which it had 
been previously paid. It was never applied to the pur- 
chase of specific supplies, because it had been checked 
in the progress towards par, and therefore, if it had 
been paid out in any quantity from the treasury, those 
who received it would have suffered by the consequent 
depreciation. 

A slight reflection will show the arduous nature of the 
duties which he undertook to discharge. 

In old organized governments, where a regular rou- 
tine of the department has been long established, and 
the details, as it were brought to perfection, by gradual 
improvement, derived from the experience and _ talents 
of successive officers, little difficulty is experienced by 
the new incumbent in continuing the customary train of 
operations. Simple honesty, attention to duty, and a 
careful progress in the path previously pointed out, are 
all the requisites; but the state of public affairs, and es- 
pecially in the fiscal departments of the United States at 
the time alluded to, furnished none of these helps.— 
Every thing was in the greatest confusion; and a new 
system of accounts was not only required to be devised, 
but the means of supplying the numerous and pressing 
wants of the public service to be discovered, and atten- 
tion paid to those wants. The task would have appalled 
any common man; but the natural talents of Mr. Mor- 
ris, together with his experience and habits of despatch, 
derived from his extensive commercial concerns for a 
long series of years, and an uncommon readiness, great 
assiduity and method in business, with decision of cha- 
racter, enabled him to surmount all the difficulties that 
fay inhis way. An inspection of an official statement of 
his accounts, will at once show the serious nature of the 
multifarious duties attached to the office, and the pres- 
sure of his engagements; but an opportunity of so do- 
ing, even if wished for, can be had by few. Some idea 
may be formed of them, when it is known, that he was 
required “to examine into the state of the public debts, 
expenditures, and revenue; to digest and report plans 
for improving and regulating the finances; and for es- 
tablishing order and economy in the expenditure of 
public money.” ‘To him was likewise committed the 
disposition, management, and disbursement of all the 
loans received from the government of France, and va- 
rious private persons in that country and Holland; the 
sums of money received from the different states; and 
of the public funds for every possible source of expense 
for the support of government, civil, military, and naval; 
the procuring supplies of every description for the army 
and navy; the entire management and direction of the 
public ships of war; the payment of all foreign debts; 
and the correspondence with our ministers at European 
courts, on subjects of finance. In short, the whole bur- 
then of the money operations of government was laid 
upon him. No man ever had more numerous concerns 
committed to his charge, and few to a greater amount; 








* Debates on the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
of North America. p. 47. 

¢ This word appears to have been coined during the 
revolution, and used as the opposite of depreciation. 
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and never did any one more faithfully discharge the va- 


rious complicated trusts with greater despatch, econo- 
iy, or credit, than the subject of this sketch. The de- 
tails of his management of the office of finance may be 
seen in the volume which he published in the year 1785.* 
It is well worth the inspection of every American. The 
preface, in particular, should be read attentively, as he 
will from it form some idea of the state of public affairs, 
as to money, at the time; of the difficulties attending 
the revolutionary struggle on that account,and the means 
by which our independence was secured, or greatly pro- 
moted, and for the enjoyment of which he ought never 
to cease to be thankful. 

The establishment of the Bank of North America 
forms a prominent item in the administration of Mr. 
Morris. The knowledge which he had acquired of the 
principles of banking, and of the advantages resulting to 
a commercial community from a well regulated bank of 
discount and deposit, in enabling merchants to antici- 
pate their funds in cases of exigency, or of occasions of- 
fering well grounded schemes of speculation,+ rendered 
a hint on the subject of the importance ofa bank’to the 
government enough; and he accordingly adopted it 
with warmth. Such an institution had been previously 
suggested, and as already said, an attempt at one, al- 
though with paper money, but backed by the bonds of 
responsible men, had been made the preceding year. 
The greater facilities which one with a specie capital 
promised, in enabling the government to anticipate its 
revenue, and to increase the quantity of circulating me- 
dium, and promote trade, were forcibly impressed on 
his mind, and induced him to propose it to Congress. In 
May, 1781, he presented bis plan, which was approved 
by that body. Subscriptions were opened shortly after; 
but, in the following November, when the directors 
were elected, ‘* not two hundred out of a thousand had 
been subscribed, and it was some time after the business 
of the bank was fairly commenced, before the sum re- 
ceived upon all the subscriptions amounted to $70,000.” 
Mr. Morris, no doubt, became sensible that such a capi- 
tal would go but a little way in aiding him in his finan- 
cial operations for government, and at the sametime 4c- 
commodate the trading part of the community. He 
therefore subscribed $250,000 of the $300,000, (which 
remained of the money received from France,) to the 
steck of the bank, on the public account: $450,000 had 
been brought from France, and lodged in the bank, 
and he ** had determined, from the moment of its arrival, 
to subscribe, on behalf of the United States, for those 
shares that remained vacant; but such was the amount 
of the public expenditures, that notwithstanding the ut- 
most care and caution to keep this money, nearly one 
half of the sum was exhausted before the institution 
could be organized.’’* It was principally on this fund 
that the operations of the institution were commenced; 
and before the last day of March, the public obtained a 
loan of $300,000 being the total amount of their then ca- 
pital: This loan was shortly after increased to $400,000 .+ 
Considerable facilities were also,obtained by discounting 
the notes of individuals, and thereby anticipating the re- 
ceipts of public money; besides which, the persons who 





* A statement of the accounts of the United States of 
America during the administration of the superintendant 
of finance, commencing February, 1781, ending Nov. 
1784. 

+ Mr. Morris stated, in his speech on the renewal of 
the charter of the Bank of North America, that before 
the American war, he “had laid the foundation of a 
bank, and established a credit in Europe for the pur- 
pose. From the execution of the design, he was pre- 
vented only by the revolution.” Debates, p. 37. 


* Debates on Bank, p. 48. 


+ The sum total brought into the public treasury, 
from the several states, not amounting to $50,000 upon 


' the last day of June. 
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had contracted for furnishing rations to the army were also 
aided by discounts upon the public credit. And inaddition 
to all this, the credit and confidence which were reviv- 
ed by means of this institution, formed the basis of the 
system through which the anticipations made within the 
bounds of the United States had, in July, 1783, exceed- 
ed $820,000. Ifthe sums due, (indirectly) for notes of 
individuals discounted, be taken into consideration, the 
total will exceed one million! It may then not only be 
asserted, but demonstrated, that without the establish- 
ment of the national bank, the business of the depart- 
ment of finance could not have been performed.” 

Besides this great benefit to the public cause, derived 
from the bank, the state of Pennsylvania, and city of 
Philadelphia, by loans obtained from it, were greatly ac- 
commodated. It enabled the first to provide for the pro- 
tection of the frontiers, then sorely assailed; and to re- 
lieve the officers of the Pennsylvania line from their dis- 
tress, occasioned by the failure of the internal revenue, 
which had been mortgaged for payment of interest of 
certificates granted them for military services. It ena- 
bled the merchants to clear the bay, and even river De- 
laware, of the hostile cruisers (which destroyed the lit- 
tle commerce that was left, and harassed our internal 
trade, ) by fitting out, among other armed vessels, the 
ship ‘* Hyder Ally,” which, under the command of the 
late gallant Barney, in four days after she sailed, brought 
into port the sloop of war General Monk, which the Bri- 
tish, with accurate knowledge of all public movements, 
had fitted out at New York, with the particular object of 
capturing her.* By loans from the bank the city autho- 
rities relieved the pressing wants of the capital, which 
suffered in a variety of ways from the exhausted state of 
its funds, the necessary consequences of the war. But 
the support of public credit, the defence of the state 
and harbour, and reliefof the city funds, were not the 
only results from this happy financial expedient of Mr. 
Morris. By accommodations to the citizens it promoted 
internal improvements, gave a spring io trade, and 
aged increased the circulating medium by the issue of 
bills which, being convertible at will into gold or silver, 
were universally received as equal thereto, and com- 
manded the most unbounded confidence. Hundreds 
availed themselves of the security afforded hy the vaults 
of the bank to depoait their cash, which from the im- 
possibility of investing it had long been hid from the 
light; andthe constant current of deposits in the course 
of trade, authorized the directors to increase their busi- 
ness. and the amount of their issues, to a most unprece- 
dented extent. The consequence of this was a speed 
and most perceptible change in the state of affairs, bo 
public and private, 

In the same year, an additional mark of confidence re- 
posed in the talents and integrity of Mr. Morris, was 
evinced by the legislature of Pennsylvania, by their ap- 
pointment of him as their agent to purchase the supplies 


demanded of the state for the public service. By the | 


nature of the organization of the general government, 
the annual necessities of the public funds, provisions, 
and other supplies, were apportioned among the seve- 
ral states, and large demands were made upon Pennsyl- 
vania in 1781. Mr. Morris was appointed to furnish 
them, and a particular resolve of Congress permitted 
him to undertake the trust. The supplies were fur- 
nished jn anticipation, before the money was obtained 
from the state treasury: and while he thus enabled the 
state promptly to comply with the demands of Congress, 

e shows, by his account of the transaction, that the plan 
of his operations was more economical than any other, 
which, under the state of things at the time, could have 
been adopted. Those only who are old enough to re- 
collect the state of parties at the time in Pennsylvania, 
or have made themselves acquainted with them, can du- 
ly appreciate the extent of the compliment paid to Mr. 





as For an account of this action see Register. vol. I. p. 


Morris by his appointment upon the occasion mention- 
ed. Political feuds, arising in part trom a difference of 
opinion on the subject of the constitution of Pennsylva- 
nia of 1776, prevailed to a great extent, and the conduct 
of the ruling party, who were opposed to any change in 
that feeble instrument, was on many occasions marked 
by want of both intelligence and liberality of sentiment. 
Mr. Morris was considered the head of what they chose 
to term the aristocratic party, that is, that portion of men 
of wealth, great public consideration, superior educa- 
tion, and liberal ideas, who ardently wished a more 
energetic form of state government than could exist 
under a single legislature, and numerous executive 
council; and could the legislature have dispensed with 
his services, or had there been any man among the 
party in power, capable of fulfilling the trust, it is pro- 
bable that he would not have been appointed toit. That 
man, however, did not exist. The manner in which Mr. 
Morris executed it, showed how well he merited the con- 
fidence of the legislature, and also a skilfulness of ma- 
nagement, which none but himself could have affected.* 

In the year 1786, Mr. Morris served as a representa- 
tive of Philadelphia, in the state legislature. Always 
ready to lend the aid, either of his talents, time, or 
purse, when required by the cause of his country, or 
state, he yielded to the wishes of his fellow citizens in 
standing asa candidate, for the express purpose of ex- 
erting his influence in favour of the renewal of the char- 
ter of the Bank of North America, which had been taken 
away from that institution by the preceding assembly. 
The ostensible reasons for this unjust measure, were ill 
grounded fears of the evil effects of the bank on socie- 
ty, (and especially the agricultural interest, ) its incom- 
patibility with the safety and welfare of the state; an 
improbable possibility of undue influence from it on the 
legislature itself; with other arguments of equal weight 
and truth. But the real cause must be ascribed to the 
continuance of the spirit of the same party which had 
been so violently opposed to Mr. Morris, and the society 
| with which he associatéd during the whole of the Ame- 
rican war. The debates on the occasion, which excited 
great interest among all classes of society, were accu- 
| rately taken down, and published in a pamphlet.; Mr. 
| Morris replied to all the arguments of his opponents 
'with a force of reasoning that would have produced 
| conviction in the mind of any man, not previously de- 
_ termined to destroy the bank, if possible, at all hazards. 
| The question, however, was lost by a majority of 13, 
| (28 to 41.) The succeeding legislature restored the 

charter. 

The next public service rendered by Mr. Morris to 
his country, was as a member of the convention that 
formed the federal constitution in the year 1787. He 
had, as a part of his colleagues, Benjamin Franklin, 

George Clymer, and James Wilson, with whom he as- 
| sisted in the councils that led to the memorable and de- 
| cisive measures of the year 1776; and now with them 
again united in forming the bond of union, which was to 
lay the foundation for the future and permanent pros- 
perity of their country. The want of an efficient federal 
ae in conducting the war, had been severely 
elt by all those at the head of affairs, either in a civil or 
military capacity, and most particularly by Mr. Morris, 
while a member of Congress, and afterwards, when the 
financial concerns of the Union were exchisively com- 
mitted to him; and the necessity of it, ‘‘one, which 
would draw forth and direct the combined efforts of 
United America,” was strongly urged by him in the con- 
clusion of his masterly preface to the ‘‘ Statement of his 
Finance Accounts,” already referred to. 


The confidence of his fellow citizens was — shown, 
in his election as one of the representatives from Phila- 





* See statement of his Finance Accounts before re- 
ferred to. 

+ Por this interesting document, we are indebted to 
Mr, Mathew Carey, as writer and publisher. 
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delphia, in the first Congress that sat at New York, after | regard toconsequences. Iremember to have heard her 
the ratification of the federal compact by the number of | say, that on one oecasion, the nionarch, irritated by some 
states required thereby, to establish it as the grand basis | disaster to his troops, where he had prognosticated a 
of the law of the land, triumph, exclaimed with warmth, “I wish, Mrs. Wright, 

It adds not a little to the merit of Mr. Morris, that | you would tell me how it will be possible to check the 
notwithstanding his numerous engagements as a public | silly infatuation of your countrymen, restore them to 


and private character, their magnitude and often per- 
plexing nature, he was enabled to fulfil all the private 
duties which his high standing in society necessarily 
imposed upon him. His house was the seat of elegant 
but unostentatious hospitality, and his domestic affairs 
were managed with the same admirable order which 
had so long, and so proverbially distinguished his count- 
ing house, the office of the secret committee of Congress, 
and that of Finance. An introduction to Mr. Morris, 
was a matter in course, with all the strangers in good so- 
ciety, who for half a century visited Philadelphia, either 
on commercial, public, or private business, and it is not 
saying too much to assert, that during a certain period it 
greatly depended upon him to do the honours of the 
city; and’ certainly no one was more qualified or more 
willing to support them. Although active in the acqui- 
sition of wealth as a merchant, no one more freely parted 
with his.gains, for public or private purposes of a merito- 


rious nature, whether these were to support the credit of 


the government, to promote objects of humanity, local 
improvement, the welfare of meritorious individuals in 
society, or a faithful commercial servant. The instances 
in which he shone on all these occasions were numerous. 
Some in reference to the three former particulars, have 
been mentioned, and many acts of disinterested generos- 
ity inrespect to the last could easily be related. The 
prime of his life was epgaged in discharging the most 
important civil trusts to his country, that could possibly 
fall to the lot of any man; and millions passed through 
his hands as a public officer, without the smallest breath 
of insinuation against his correctness or of negligence, 
amidst ‘* defaulters of unaccounted thousands,” or the 
losses sustained by the reprehensible carelessness of na- 
tional agents. 

From the foregoing short account we may have some 
idea of the nature and magnitude of the services ren- 
dered by Robert Morris to the United States. It may 


reason, and render them good and obedient subjeets.’’ 
‘I consider their submission to your Majesty’s govern- 
ment, as now altogether out of the question,” replied 
Mrs. Wright. ‘‘Friends you may make them, but never 
subjects. For America, before a king can reign there, 
must become a wilderness, without other inhabitants 
than the beasts of the forest. The opponents of the 
decrees of your parliament, rather than submit, would 
perish to a man; but if the restoration of peace be se- 
riously the object of your wishes, I am confident that it 
needs but the striking off of three heads to produce it.” 
‘And whose are the three heads to be struck off, Madam.’ 
‘O, Lord North’s, and Lord George Germaine’s, beyond 
all question.” ‘And whose the third head” ‘QO, Sire, 
politeness forbids me toname him. Your Majesty could 
never wish me to forget myself, and be guilty of an in- 
civility.’ 

In her exhibition room, one group of figures particu- 
larly attracted attention; and by all who knew her senti- 
ments, was believed to be a pointed hint at the results, 
which might follow the wild ambition of the monarch. 
The busts of the King and Queen of Great Britain, 
were placed on a table, apparently intently gazing on a 
head, which a figure, an excellent representation of 
herself, was modelling in its lap, It was the head of the 
unfortunate Charles the First. 





Captain Zeigler, of Pennsylvania.—The conclusion 
of the war, though in the highest degree acceptable to 
a great majority of the citizens of the United States, 
proved far otherwise to the soldiers of fortune, who 
sought not only reputation, but support, by their 
swords. 


I remember full well, that when the army was reviewed 
for the last time on James’ Island, and a feu de joie fired 
to celebrate the return of Peace, that Captain Zeigler, 


be truly said, that few men acted a more conspicuous | of the Pennsylvania Line, after saluting Gen. Greene, 
or useful part; and when we recollect that it was by | significantly shrugging up his shoulders, and dropping 
his exertions and talents that the United States were so | the point of his sword, gave vent to an agony of tears. 
often relieved from their difficulties at times of great | The review ended; on being questioned as to the cause 
depression and pecuniary distress, an estimate may be | of his emotion, he feelingly said—*‘Although I am happy 
formed of the weight of obligations due to him from the | in the thought, that my fellow soldiers may now seek 
people of the present day. Justly, therefore, may an | their homes, to enjoy the reward of their toils, and all 
elegant historian of the American War say, ‘‘ certainly | the delights of domestic felicity, I cannot but remem- 
the Americans owed, and sti/l owe, as much acknow-| ber, that I am left on the busy scene of life, a wanderer, 
ledgement to the financial operations of Robert Morris, | without friends, and without employment; and that, a 
as to the negotiations of Benjamin Franklin, or even the | soldier from infancy, I am now in the decline of life, 


La DgiheaFi 
Secs nee! 


WES 


arms of George Washington..’* 

After the close of the American war, Mr. Morris was 
among the first in the States who extensively en- 
gaged in the East India and Chinatrade. He died in 
Philadelphia in the year 1806, in the 75d year of his 
age. 


* Botta’s Hist. Am. War, vol. iii. p. 343. 








REVOLUTIONARY ANECDOTES. 

Mrs. Wright.—At the commencement of the revolu- 
tion, Mrs. Wright, a native of Pennsylvania, and distin- 
guished modeller of likenesses and figures of wax, was 
exhibiting specimens of her skillin London. The king 
of Great Britain, pleased with her talents, gave her li- 
beral encouragement, and finding her agreat politician, 
and enthusiastic republican, would often enter into dis- 
cussion relative to passing occurrences, and endeavour 
to refute her opinions, with regard to the probable issue 
of the war. The frankness with which she delivered 
her sentiments, seemed rather to please than to offend 
him; which wasa fortunate circumstance, for when ask- 
ed an opinion, she gave it without restraint, or the least 





compelled to seek a precarious subsistence in some new 
channel, where ignorance and inability may mar my for- 
tunes, and condemn me to perpetual obscurity.” Ihave 
given the purport of his speech in plain language—it 
certainly was not his usual style of speaking; in which, 
the mixture of German and English words, formed 2 
dialect not easily to be comprehended. 


An excellent and intrepid soldier, he was particularly 
proud of the discipline and military appearance of the 
company he commanded. On one occasion, while con- 
ducting a number of prisoners to a British out-post, ad- 
dressing himself to his men, whom he was ambitious to 
show to the best advantage, he said, assuming an erect 
posture, and an air of great dignity, ‘“Gentlemens, you 
are now to meet with civility the enemy of your coun- 
try, and you must make dem regard you with profound 
and respectful admiration. Be please, den, to look 

eat—to look graceful—to look like de Devil—to look 

tke me!” Garden’s Rev. Anec. 


Cae 


Iron Works in Armstrong County.—The following in- 
formation, in reply to the queries respecting Iron, made 


any 
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1726-7Charles Read. 
1727 
1728 


m the Register, some time since, is furnished by the Kit- 


tanning Gazette of the 4th inst. ¢ ThomasLawrence, 


Bear-Creek Furnace, owned by H. Baldwin. 1729 ; 

Allegheny do A.M’ Nickle. 1730 ¢ Thomas Griffitts. 

Rock do J. W. Biddle. 1731 " ' 
The first named is situated on Bear creek, in the N. 1732 $ amuel Hassel. 


1733—Thomas Griffitts. 


‘W.corner of the county; it is said to be the largest in 
1734—Thomas Lawrence. 


the United States, and while in blast made as high as 
40 tons of metal per week sometimes. It has not been | 1735—William Allen. 
in blast for « considerable time. 1736—Clement Plumsted. 

The second is situated on the west side of the Alle- | 1737—Thomas Griffitts. 
gheny river, two miles above Kittanning. It went into | 1738—Anthony Morris. 
operation in the summer of 1827, and has since been | 1739—Edward Roberts. 
doing a good business—making about 14 tons of pig | 1740 —Samuel Hassel. 
metal weekly. { 1741—Clement Plumsted. 

The third is situated near the Kiskiminetas river and | 1742—William Till. 
Pennsylvania Canal—has been in operation near two | 1743—Benja. Shoemaker. 
years—does well—making about 15 tons weekly—has | 1744—Edward Shippen. 
made as high as 20. 1745—James Hamilton. 

These are all the furnaces yet erected in this county; | 1746 oe 
but the hills are filled with in and many more might, 1747 $ WitamAtwoot. 
and no doubt will be erected. There are no forges in| 1748—Charles Willing. 
the county: the pigs are taken down the river to Pitts- | 1749—Thomas Lawrence. 
burg, where they meet with a repdy sale. 1750—William Plumsted. 
a al 1751—Robert Strettell. 

‘ 1752—Benja. Shoemaker. 

RES TROP AP Fen FOR: 1753-4Thomas Lawrence. 


On the 21st instant, the Councils met for the purpose | 1754—5Charles Willing. 





ofelecting a Mayor for the ensuing year—the candidates | 1755—William Plumsted. 
were Joseph Watson, esq. late Mayor and George M. art Atwood Shute. 


Dallas, esq. The following was the state of the votes. 1758—Thomas Lawrence 
Select Cowncil. For G. M. Darras, Richards, Kittera, | 1759—John Stamper. 
Worrell, Neff, Toland. | 1760-—Benja. Shoemaker. 


For JoszruW arson, Scott, Garrett, Hale, Miller, Read, | 1761—Jacob Duche. 

+ ,; 1762—Henry Harrison. 
Cuasen. | 1763—Thomas Willing, 

Common Council. For G.M. Darras, Baker, Burden, | 1764—Thomas Lawrence. 


Bladen, Cook, Coryell, Cave, Graff, Hertzogg, Horner, | 1765 ¢ Johan Lawrence 


Johnson, Linnard, Maitland, Moss, Oldenburg, O’Neill, ae 
Page, Scott, Snyder, Wainwright. 1768 ¢ Isaac Jones, 
Dallas 24, Watson 6. Total 30. | 1769 


The Mayor elect having been apprised of his election | 17708 Pere Tee 


by a committee appointed for the purpose, attended and | W771 ¢ John Gibson. 


. 1772 
took the prescribed oath. | 1773—William Fisher. 


ar . 1774—S5 1 RI ° 
The following is a list of a// the Mayons & Reconpers | ee ee a, 








from the first incorporation of the city. | 1789-Samuel Powel. 
Mayors. ase Recorders. | 1790—Samuel Miles. 
1701 ‘ . 7 1791—John Barclay. 
1702 ¢ Edward Shippen. rod Thomas Story. _| 1792 : 
1703—Anthony Morris. 1703 1793 | 
1704—Griffith Jones. 1704 1794 7 Matthew Clarkson, 
1705—Joseph Wilcocks. [1705 > David Lloyd. 1795 J 
1706—Nathan Stanbury. [1706 1796 2 Hilary Baker 
at Thomas Masters. oo) | oon 5 f 
— | 

1709—Richard Hill. 1709 | | 1799 ¢ Robert Wharton. 
1710—William Carter. 1710 1800—John Inskeep. 
1711—Samuel Preston. 1711 1801 
1712—Jonathan Dickenson,/1712 1802 
1713—George Roch. 1713 1803 7 Matthew Lawler. 
1714) | 1714 1804. 
1715 @ Richard Hill. hey | 1805—John Inskeep. 
1716 6 Robert Asheton. | 1806 
1717 1717 1807 ¢ Robert Wharton. 
1718 JonathanDickenson. 1718 1808 
1719 ' . 1719 | 1809 ¢ John Barker. 
1720 $ William Fishbourne.}1720 | 1810—Robert Wharton. 
1721 1721 1811—Michael Keppele. 
1722—James Logan. 1722 1812—John Barker. 
1723—Clement Plumsted. {1723 1813—John Geyer. 
1724—Isaac Norris. 1724 
1725—William Hudson. 1725 


unincorporated until 1789. 





(1726) 
1727 
1728 
1729 
1730 
1731 
1732 
1733 
1734 
1735 
1736 
1737 
1738 
1739 
1740 
1741) 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1750 >) 
i751 


| 
1752 Tench Francis. 
1753 
1754-5 


1755 

aoa | 
1757 
175 

175 

1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 
1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
11774 
11775 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800-1 

1801-2—Alex’r J. Dallas. 
1802 
1803 
1804 
06 





Andrew Hamilton. 


William Allen. 





ee Chew. 


\natsteranetinmadainestitmiiampemettincstibatie 


) 


Alex’r Wilcocks. 


Moses Levy: 


1806 

1807-8 
1808 

{1809-10 
1810) © 
1811 
1812 
1813 


¢ Mah’nDickerson. 


Joseph Reed. 


_ “Inthe year 1776, the corporation was dissolved 
| in consequence of the revolution, and the city remained 
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Robert Wharton. 


828] 


1818 


1814) 

1815 | 

1816 

1817 
1g19—James 








*Paniel K. Miller - - 
*John E. Seem =* i.* 2 
* Joseph Gath: * °° * 
* John Lentz, ae: ae" 
*Jonathan Tow nsend - 
|| *Peter Weyant - - ° 
| Moses Lancaster o.° 
+]. W. Norris, for 1 year 
Wm Brummer - - ~ 
Robert A. Parrish - - 
George Gorgas, Sen. ~ 
James C. Walters - - 
Isaac Koons - - ~~ | 
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242 MISCELLANEOUS. [Ocropen 
BERKS COUNTY—OFFICIAL. LEBANON COUNTY. 
ConGness. CONGRESS. 
Jackson. Adams. Innis Green 1354 | V. H 
Henry Muhlenburg 2429 | Henry Kitig 1665 —— a 
Joseph Fry, Jr. 2837 | Wiliam Addams 1853 Wolfersberger 1357 | Harper 1039 
SENATE. Shindle 1324 | Mitchell 815 
Daniel A. Bertolet 2857 | Geo. U. Odenheimer 1941 arr 
Jacob Krebs 2132 | William Audenreid 2017 LAW CASE. 


ASSEMBLY. 





Thomas J, Rehrer 2555 | Jacob Kercher 2464 
Paul Geiger 2451 | Jonathan Haas 1992 
George Kline 2479 | Jacob Marshall 1982 
John Stauffer 2627 | John Ziemer 2029 
Philip A. Good 2346 | John Hughes 1997 





Extract of a letter to the Editors, dated Danville, October 
17, 1828. 


i herewith send you the official returns of the election 
in Columbia county. The election was governed pret- 
ty much by the presidential politics of the voters. 
































CONGRESS. 
A. Marr 1513 | J. Murray 543 
J. Ford 1488 | G. M. Hollenback 440 
P. Stevens 1481 | C. Alford 507 
SENATE. 
J. Drumheller 1439 | N. Beach 510 
ASSEMBLY. 
John M’Reynolds 1613 | Christian Brobst 558 
John Robinson 1552 | Jesse Bowman 489 
\ — 
MIFFLIN COUNTY—OFFICIAL. 
Jackson. Adams. 
CONGRESS. 
D. H. Huling 805 | W. P. Maclay 561 
John Scott 781 
SENATE. 
J. Milliken 990 | William Steel 150 
T. Jackson 1016 
; ASSEMBLY. 
E. Banks 1259 | William Cummin 405 
J. Patterson 877 | 
John Cummin 872 
Wm. Ramsey 469 
ADAMS COUNTY—OFFICIAL. 
Jackson. CONGRESS. Adams. 
T. H. Crawford 982 | G. Chambers 1355 | 
Wm. Ramsay 969 | James Wilson 
ASSEMBLY. | 
Ezra Blythe 1027 | James M’Sherry 1444 | 
Thos. Stephen 1321 
FRANKLIN COUNTY—OFFICIAL. 

Jackson. CONGRESS. Administration. | 
T. H. Crawford 2568 | G. Chambers 2165 | 
Wm. Ramsay 2315 | James Wilson 2140 

ASSEMBLY. 
Ludwick Heck 2338 | Philip Berlin 2148 
Wm. Boals 3218 | Benj. Reynolds 2183 
John Cox 2292 | Daniel Royer 2153 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY—OFFICIAL. 
CONGRESS. 

Wm. Ramsay 2323 | James Wilson 1041 
T. H. Crawford 2367 | George Chambers 1006 
ASSEMBLY. 

Wm. Alexander 2507 | John Davis 1202 
Peter Lobach 1999 | Lewis Zearing 747 
DAUPHIN COUNTY. 

CONGRESS. 

Innis Green 1695 | V. Hummel 1000 

. ASSEMBLY. 
John Roberts 1782 | John S. Weistling 953 
William Lauman 1669 | David Ferguson 971 


| Margaret S. McAlpin, 


vs. 


Common Pleas, Oct. 22; 
James Arrott. 


This was an action, brought in the name of the 
plaintiff, for the recovery of $47 50, the amount paid 
the defendant for a bill of exchange, purchased by her 
father on March 29th, 1817, for 10 pounds sterling on 
C. Arrott & Co. in Glasgow; all interests in the suit in 
question being assigned to his daughter. Mr. James 
McAlpin, as a witness stated that he purchased the bill 
in order to remit it to a widowed sister in Scotland, for 
whose use he had endorsed it; that he purchased bills 
of Mr. Arrott previously, all of which had been duly ho- 
noured; that the bill had been sent on, but that pre- 
vious to its arrival, he had advices of the decease of his 
sister, and that the bill had therefore never been pre- 
sented, since which time nothing had been heard of it, 
and it was supposed to be lost or destroyed; that he had 
made frequent applications to Mr. A. for a settlement of 
the business in question, stating the circumstances of his 
sister’s death, and that he had received a letter from his 
nephew, the son of the deceased, stating that on that 
account the bill had not been presented; that Mr. Ar- 
rott refused, alleging the absence of the first of ex- 
change, asa reason; that he (McAlpin) offered him the 
second, with an indemnification, if the first should have 
been paid, and proposed leaving it to arbi:ration, all of 
which was of no avail. The business lay over till the 
year 1821, when Mr. Arrott took passage for Scotland, 
and on his return told him (McAlpin) that he had seen 
his brother of the house of Arrott & Co. in Glasgow, 
and ‘was satisfied, and would settle with him;” that 
Mr. Arrott never pretended that the bill had been paid 
by his brother. 


The defendant’s counsel in opening, made several 
technical objections to the legality of the suit; that Mr. 
McAlpin had conveyed all his interest in the bill, by his 
first endorsement, to his sister, and therefore could not 
recover but as an administrator—that his client would be 


1340 | hereafter liable, should one appear with the bill—that 


the daughter being married could not sustain the suit in’ 
her own name, &c. 


The President, Judge King, (after the arguments of 
the different counsel, ) proceeded to charge the jury, im 
which he sustained some part of the objections of the 
defendant’s counsel; but considered it an action of as- 
sumpsit, and put it to them on its merits, and their belief 
and understanding of the declaration of the defendant, 
made to the plaintiff on his return from Scotland in 1821. 


The jury shortly returned a verdiet for plaintiff of 
$67 98 cents, being the original amount, with seven 
years interest. 

W. L. Hirst and J. Randall, Esqrs. for plaintiff. 
Chester, Esq. for defendant. 
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Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged~ 
des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the Editor’s residence, in North 12th st. 3d door south 
of Cherry st. subscriptions will be thankfully received. 
Price five dollars per annum payable in six months after 
the commencement of publication—and annually, there- 
after, by subscribers resident in or near the city, or wher 
there isan agent. Other subscribers pay in advance. 


